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of elections to disturb my sitting and choice as a Member of Parliament. I writ to him, and the sheriff (which last was, I feared, a conspirator with him, for all I had obtained him that office by means of the Lord Treasurer as I have declared before, upon the death of Sir Godfrey Copley, his father). My Lord Treasurer, who was his cousin, bade me write one for him also to the sheriff, to discourage the design against me, wLic.li I did, and his lordship caused it to be transcribed, and signed it without altering one word.
All the beginning of November was taken up in the House of Commons in hearing several witnesses as to the plot, who came in plentifully; the King, at the request of the Commons, giving indemnity to such as could discover anything concerning it, however deeply engaged in it themselves, and allowing maintenance to them besides. After a little time it came to this vote in the Lower House, that the House was of opinion, from the evidence that appeared by Coleman's letters, the informations of Gates and others, that there was a hellish and damnable design to assassinate and murder the King, and to subvert the religion and government as established by law.
November 4. The House of Lords having requested his royal highness to witlldraw himself from the King's councils, he consented. The House of Commons was higher, and was for removing him from the King's person. But some argued that to be dangerous, lest he might be persuaded to put himself at the head of the popish party. Some moved that he should be sent out of England. The King and the Duke himself spoke to all their friends to oppose that, which was done effectually; for no resolution being taken that day, the debate was adjourned to the 8th of November, However, though it was not voted, most of the House seemed to be of